


Christopher Ash  blend with local

(below, right) buildings. The
and James Soane  kitchen (right)
knewahomein usessimilar
Lavenham (left) materials to
would have to those outside

e says. “We overheard a neigh-
in the local pub talking about
 that was part of her garden,
in the heart of the village, off
1ain square. She was about
1ew the planning consent
'secured 15 years earlier.” The
le, both architects, pounced.

t planning restrictions had

me much stricter since the
irst received consent,

wvere told this was a site not
>cial interest, nor national
rtance, but one of international
rtance,” Soane says. As

ilt, the pair had to “explore
=rnacular of local buildings”
rapple with the conundrum

w to design a contemporary

> that was sympathetic to
irrounding Tudor buildings —

all wattle, daub and wonky timber.
It took two attempts before their
proposals got the green light. The
height of the new house matches
that of its neighbour farther up the
hill, and the roof pitch echoes the
town’s existing architecture, which
is brimming with pointy rooflines.
The pair worked with a local builder
who “understood traditional types
of construction” and has renovated
many houses in Lavenham, and
with local materials that chimed
with those used in the town.
Though constructed from a modern,
steel-and-timber frame, the house
is finished in a combination of
traditional lime render and local
brick, and the doors and window
frames are made from oak that
has been treated with boiled






