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myhotel chelsea

If you seen the first myhoted,
you might well have done a
double take when you
opened this spread. Check
the headline. Check the pic-
tures, Check the headline
again. But of course, myhotel
number two 'was always going
1o be different from number
ane. For myhatel 5 based on
the philotophy "fou're
unique, you're indnadual’
and 3o are their hotels -
mvhatels, that is.

If vou expected the next 1o be
like the last, perhaps you
misunderstood it in the first
place. &4 myhotel is diffenent,
we thought owr review of it
should be toa.

So rather than trping o farce
it into some pigeanhole or
make some neal jpurnalistic
sense of it, we thought it fair-
er to present some photos,
gome thaughts from ewner
Andy Thragsywoulou and
designer |ames Soane af
Progect Orange, some details
of our stay there, then let you
assemble your own impres-
sipns. After all, you are
umigue, You are individual,
Yiou cam make your cem
msnds up. Welcome to our
resriew af mryhotel, Or should
that be your reveew of mylho-
tel, Then again, maybe myre-
wiew will do.,..



THE LOBEY

“The guest enders the hatel pan
a raised extemal pavement Lir
roe uded fior al fresce eating o=
drinking. The discreet entrance
beneath o crewent shaped glas
canopy theeshald and ug limé-
shome stept wnth windows info
tisr bar and recepdion om rither
side, A mall pimk gpace leads
inba the reception room, This is @
sanall well lit ressn which fea
s tad elm desks sittng weth-
IR B RuEhe. A gimeraus modée
day bed, covered in Esglish flans
[uhrir condrasts wrth the mple
lines of the space. A fish toek &
embedded indo the side wal w2k
wews theough te @ conservatory”

THE BEDRCHH

“The bedrooms howe g conwnncisg
familianty a5 thaugh they are in
o et one rememben sfdying
. The floor i carpeted mn a sub
:IH p.ﬂ“murd__qn:;_,l and purple
texture, designed especially for
the pregect, while the walls are
chlly white. Windous feature
full length talle curtadns in ¢kerny
red om 3 white background. The
bed has o woven bed head by
I,I:ryd Loom, 18 cowered in ar
array of cushions and & soft satin
throw. On either side are differ
el bedside 1ables, one in solid
Mock, the ather polished metd
and glate. Along the Gide wall o
the desk - wery simple, dark
stained oak wath o long centra
drawer and a mivor above, A
long herizental elm piece of fi
niture Bosises the fridge ar

fiee making facilicies, on top ¢
which sits an whed sadern [lat

wereen teleweiaon. ™ Al the Bed-

rocm fumiwre and categoods

were designed by Project Orange
and manafoctured by Andrew

Thomson & Sons
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THE BATHROOM

“The clear glass dosr to the bath-
room fas an opaque white fabric
behind 1o diffuse the wiew. All the
tilng 15 white sdwe ford Bing
shwer of clag pink glass tiles. The
sk ip @ white bowl set anto a
pale piek and grey ferases top
Thee flogr is tiled im long block
tiles laid im @ random pateem.®
All eoiletries are by Aveda.

sleeper: | have an admission
to make. I've not seen myho-
tel bloomsbury. | believe
this is quite different...
Andy [pointing to James];
*This is the man who can tell
you about the differences
because he created both. "
Jarmees: “Andy's vision fod
myhotel chel$ea was to create
something different, ona
smaller scale, Something
migre hamely, more comfprt-
able, but also uniguwe. The
term boutique hotel has
become overused and | don't
think that™s the name o put
on mybotel. The challenge
here was to take something
that had been successiul but
ngt 1o carkon copy it

This bailding was originally a
police station and had been
refurbished as the Cheloea
Green hotel e years ago. It
wid wery traditsonal, quite
dull and impersonal, sawe
looked to freshen it up and
alsointroduced a special
themie which looks at
Chelsea's bohemian, arts
club past. 115 quite & unique
lpcation so we wanted to cap-
italise on that.

The Furniture is quite eclectic.
It feels like 3 collection over
time rather than feeling like
we went shoppang last week.
In the bedrooms it almost
feels as if you're in some-
one’s house,

It may not be somewhens

v e weant to live all the
timie, but if it"s giaen you &
comiortable and engoyable
experience, thar's fine,

sleeper: | only spent a few

minutes in my room before
I:-n-l'liﬂ: down to meet you,
and | was trying to put my

finger on what it was but

you're right the rooms do
feel l-l.il'grnu'rv: N same-
one's lounge. How do you
achieve that feeling in a
haotel?

James: Well it wasn't a mis-
take - it's achieved through
combenation of things. 11"s
parthy dovwm Do Deing mniu-
itive, in the sende that we did-
n't want 1o say from the out-
et that there's definitely a
righﬂ vy and a WO WY,
We did the sample room and
then tried to balance and
layer it

It"s alsa as much about
what's not in the room as
what's im it. You doa't find all
the paraphemalia, those bits
of information you get in
hoteds that you™d never find in
yiour cawn home,

There's the justaposition of
things aswell, We didin’t wand
by efeabE Suibes whee every-
thing matches. The Lioyd
Loam headboard is old fash-
iased but then you've got the
flatecreen Panatonic televi-
signs and CVD players. The
sideboard is quite Sixties
inspired, but the desk isa
very classic, almost generic
piece. Then there's the bed-
side table in chrome and
glass, which is my hamage to
the Hiloa lstanbul eirca 197,
whereas the other bedisde
table is deliberately different,
it"s just a block of wood,

it"s quite wilful but the idea is
that it comes across caswally,

sleeper: It's very pink, Was
that a deliberate aitempt 1o
go for a more feminine feel?
Jame: It is very pink. We did
an analysss of the rooms
before the refurbsbhment and
there were seven different flo.
ral patterns in there, People



il expect b Sed that an
hote] rosoems. But f:rau prire it
dovan 1o just ane calour and
one pattéern it beoomes Lome-
thing josurmalists a K ques
bicin: aisowt,

That parsgular colour i quite
Faded = 1575 not an your face,
18 quite 3 pretty colowr, Bug )
thimk i could hive been baby
blue and you'd sl thirk i
was femimne

The raoms have a softer fee
to them, but because there's
a kot of technology in them

they don't feel over prettified

. pEople gurie |'|'i|'\l!r1'||'

Fact it's diferent. Theoe's also

B Eonivl 500

e I
i@ recenthy That most men
e 1o dledp on bedronms

EREr wrved Bave desigmed 0

they're quite used to it!

At the beginning people were

questieoning whether it would

he oo miuch but when we did

the sample room we felt it

wild § peERceful rather thisn a

pendensd space

sleepen | think s very
refreshing. Too many design
haotels are all momoschrcme
or different thades of
berown.

Andy: | was looking back at
the omginal image boards the
pther day, When we wene
showhng those 1o somie of the
Bamkers and bogrd msmbers
they sasdh “Are you Sure’
Bloomsbury was very Suiiess
ful. Are you gong 1o lose the
ot hene?

A ot of the time you see
FEREN VisL .il'f-. then whicn 1fs
exccyted if's Wi Iy Sk Pt
A, This s exactly the revers:
Whien vou bpok at the nealety
'S wiiked, The wiodd you
i wds “lemamne”, NS 3otu-
ally Seductnee.

The swooess of a progect like
thas is the collaboraton
between myself as the owner
and James as the deipner,
Thiz PR compamy WL work

with 15 MPErLENT (0D < They

hawe 10 understand what
you're irnng 1o do and how
they forecee telling the stong.
We've had some Ereat press
i far, One arficle was written
by 2 @y who 15 travelbing

riv el i waaricl st AVIME N 0p
hotels, He's efall am thes (np
srsd recenth said iFhe had live
ma hotel, he would lnve
mvhobel Chelsea

Thee Oderver did 4 pedce on
new bowtsgue hatels in the
UK. Their only complaint

g ot |""|:||'.":'!|' Chelsea was

myl
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THE SUITES

“The two bedrocemns befwing the
bar hawe a distincily different
eRargnter 1o fkade in Ehe rest of
the hatel, Hiee the mated col
Eaye been pachdeged for g
palette of hot reds, clashing
penks, dngd burned claret. They
e mast chtainly reomt beil
enjoyed at night with thesr leu
nous "polar bear” throws, enate

rhodioyg
3. These fomtamy rocens are
PRI 3 QN EOPE [ROM PR npaay

e inen thi

nermiic waeld of

Mauhn Roige'.”
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niimued

that thie DVD plager in the

nedrnom was wmaller than the

neie in the bpunge,

dleeper: Do you see this
attracting a different clien-
tele to myhotel blosmsbuny?
Anddy: Yes. There ane Lome
samilarnities in conparate busi-
ness such as the karger
acoounts like American
Express etc. There's the tie-
s you Bave in the local ares,
Then you start petting nfo
what comes in off the stree.
That"s the bigpest difference.
A1 Bloomsbury the average
stay is about 2.5 nights. Here
e v got msch longer stays.
Because it's & residential area
people stay here when they
comme ower b wisit Friends,
Ahen we took i over we were
barely acheeving £50 average
e rabe, Wetve jacked that
ip ter about £140 and most of
thi reviews weSse had are gay-
g that it's fantastic value for
maney. |t shows what you can
di with a shifi in design, cul-
ture and senice,
sleeper: What was the brief
you gave to Praject Orange?
Andy- |ames it an amazing
wordsmith, particularly when
1 comes o desonbing wiswal
dentity, I'm not a wordsmith -
just create straplines.
They're like seweds | plant in
armes” heead for him to inter-
pret. Merne it was 'Brideshead
Hevirbed meetd Sex oni the

W Y-
Jamaes: Design is about velling
siories, You can layer that

with all wosts of different read-

ings or exploratsons.

What's nece about hatel
design is that people read
your story, People stay there
and tell ather people, They
rmiighd talk about the design,
af the feod, or what's in the
mimibar, You oheate this expe-
nence that people ke to
réelate o other.

But if you®re staying some-
whene very bland there's no
story. It's: Oh, | stayed in“x™.
What was it like®., "Fine." It's
left o ek om them st all,
That's thee Lha||r|lgl:.

sleeper: Our former editor
Faul Day made a similar
ehservation recently when
e smid staying in a hotel has
nivw become a dinner party
tapic of comeersation,

James: You can attribute it o
the Wallpaper effect - an
improved peneral rwarenes

of design - and magazines ke

Conde Mast Traveller.

If people are going to spend
the money they want the
caperience as well, They want
to stay somewhere that has
flavour. People are mone
canfy and srth the sntemet
you can defufie what you're
loakeng ko, rather than rely-
ing on the familiarity of a
chain. That was cnce the
design critena, | think peophe
weene mone afraid of travelling
then and they wanted seocunty
whereas now they want a local

SRR MDE.

THE COMNSERVATORY

“The conserwatory opens aff the
pink 1oy wallpager-lingd kahhy
with a wew through the fish-
tank into recepbion. The ared 13
seen g5 a garden room with
double doors epening out onto
the white painted courtparnd
M-.'-rg Tignn pdes are J.;:rg.r rlap-
boarded walls fimicked im pale
green, punctured by cheome
portholed through o the gym

7]

and trearment oo, The room
1 furnithsed with a colfection on
pieces old and peur @ Lan
-:|1:'|I!r-"|"lr-d iedd, o o b oaf-
fee table, encker arm chaird, dnd
@ collection of ool oed wood-
en Bleclker., Plants from Cliftan
Werirrny add ta the freshness af

ile FOOM, || SNE COFMET &N COM=

nuber stations for guest use o5

well a3 a puice bar"

THE THAI $UITE

“The Thai Suite existed in the
original hatel but bag heen
reptored. This copaciows oo is
equipped usth its oo kifchen,
bathsoom, stramnoam, walk in
wardrobe and genenous bed-
roam. Furniture i @ mix of
deingue Than and mcdern clad-
int. The centrepiede i the huge
heavily decorated bed set off

against seaved orange curfaims™

(L
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THE BAR
The bar i full of Ife, comdining
tradibional sengibilry with con-
temparary stregmlining. The
whale room & clad in gloit whete
painted timber strip boarding,
acluding the bar, which is
ropped in -:hmg mewter metol
The wisdous fretere simple
heer blinds and white curtaing
within the bay windows. Two
doory open wp onbo an external
deck and one 42 15 & fample
hrame fire surnéund wrth a mir-
ror aboue, The fumiture it a col-
vetion of od and new, incleding
eather arm chairs omd wofos,
buint orange wpright chairs and
the oddd plaid codoured tub chair,

skeeper: How did the design
process work?

Andy: e leamt not to look at
it just as a shell, You look at
all the different layers, from
dedign 10 Sefnde And Svery-
thing in between. You asked
what makes you feel a certain
wily, There are some things
that are obvious, that you can
gee, but there are 2 lot of
:hingﬁ that are not 0 obsi
ous. That's when you start
getting into the other senses:
smell, tste, sound, toudh.
Liltpmate by there"s that kind of
primal sense of feeling at
home. When you Start a pro)-
ect it"s 30 eady bo want to
layer everything right from the
start before you've éven got
yOUT Fuests m

Bt when you've got the right
people working for you in the
right spaee with the rght
product it can be stunnmg.

And that"s what we've
achieved.

sheeper: Was Chelsea some-
where you wanted to be, or
Just s epportunity that
came upl

Andy: Both. It was always on
the map. bul it came along as
an opportunety sooner than
we expected, We'd identified
frwe sates in London becaute
we think London could easily
accommedate five myhotels
But after we did Bloomsbury
we thought we weren't going
te da ancther in Lendon
bBecause the market was ower-
Rheated. So we started ta book
at the prosnces: Bnstol,
Cxtord, Glasgow, Brghton.
But after September nith a lot
of opportunities came up in E’
London, This was one and we - .
grabbed it."



myhotel

ntinued

mystay

After our interview and a
whistlestop towr of the con-
servalofy, jinja treatment
roam, and ruby | scarlet suites
o the ground foor with Andy
and |ames, sleeper spent the
remnainder of the aftermson
and evening, at myhotel. A
James and Andy had empha-
sised throughout our conver-
sation every stay at myhotel is
umnigue and indnddual - an
expersence. To gve you a
flavour of some of the person-
al touches which make up
that expenence, we thought
wee'd share some of the
details with you. ..

I"d already had a quick look at
my room, number 20, before
dashing down to the bar to
meet Andy and James, but
decided to go back and start
euploning in earnest.

Whilst I'd been gone, Some-
one had thoughtfully come
and put an aihiriy i the
rosm, Ansd there was a hand-
written note from the nice
young lady who had shown
me the ream earlser, welcom-

| ing me personally to myhotel,
| First port of call, as ahways,

the minibar. But ol your
awerage minibar. Sleeper had
heard prier to owr wesst that

| London bar consultants the

Gorgeows Group had been
irrvabed with the contents of
the minibar as well as the
cocktail list for the public bar.
Rather than the usual midune
of cans and bottles, there is
an artfully aranged collection
of pretty pink things. Rose
shaped sweets, organic
chisoolate with a metallic pink
fil, & bottle of champagne
(rasé, naturally) plus an array

of dauntingly healthy looking
drirks, a5 well 35 some more
comventional mineral water,
Ketibe Chips and Coke cans.
Sadly though, no Sella, (we
must remember to complete
the mypreference form befoee
we arrive next time) 50 we
returnied fo the bar.

O at least we were about to,
until your wiiter went to put
his Laptogp in the safe (cleverly
locked and unlocked by swip-
i WOur roam key of dnedt
card) and was distracted by
three perspex boxes, each
marked ‘myneeds” and 2ach
bursting at the seams with a
varety of nevelty items and
medicinal | cosmetic goodses
fram Anatomicals and Aveda.
Ta give you the gist of this
concept, the box marked
“Seduction” contained Chakry
bath oil, soented candbes,
same Long Time Coming
cream by Anatomicals (you
wark it out) and a book con-
taining 100 Explosive Tips for
the bedroam.

Another, marked ‘Pamper’,
offered “everything needed for
a night of indulgence’. But
wirur writer, deciding that the
first box was not needed for a
blake on a single sccupandy
stay, and that the other was a
bit girly, decided sensibly o
save the last box, ‘Recoweny”,
for the mormmng after and
retumed 1o the bar for a beer,
Even here, the beer is not
your average beer - we opted
far something leelandic,
whilst sinking into the sofa
with & newspaper.

miyhotel does not have a full
service restaurant bt an
array af light bar snacks
(eroque mansieur with frites,

thai fishcakoes, salad nicoise
and chicken satay skewers)
provided all the sustepance
needed as we ploughed owr
way through the bellini sec-
tion of the cocktail list before
crashing headfirst into the
‘long drinks' section,

By the time | repair ta my
roam, the room friries have
been in again. Lusurssusly
soft silk cushicns and Damask
throws have been placed on
the chair and sofa. Miniature
mince pies have been left out.
“His and Hers' hot water bot-
thes, by Pringle, are sat on the
el

When the complimentany
copy of The Independent is
pushed under the door the
next day, a pink slip has been
stapled to it, cammying a
"Thought for the Day®, the
weather forecast, and a sug-
gestion a5 to what | might like
for breakfast. Sadly, a train
awaits, and there is ne time o
sarmple the labster omelerie
ar a more traditienal Full
English.

Wi didn't have the time ta
sample, or the room to tell
you about, the vast range of
wellbeing treatments. avail-
able in“|inja’, the private
business | secial rooms
Lavender and Sage, or the
Thai Swite.

Bt then every stay at myhotel
is unigue and indnadual. As
you should find out for your-
self,

reghertel chelsea, Inporth Place,
Londar, SW3 30X

Tel: +44 (207 7225 7506
e: mychelsea@myhotelico.uk
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