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The new black

DjEct Urange nad to ight ree of Shetheld 5 ubiquitous red brick
ior its irst new build, The result is a sophisticated little black number
4 : Ganretly Garder /’1
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Mirrored sirips reflect the chandelier and contrast wilh the glazed brick. Bathrooms are richly fitted out, including mirrons to the ceilings.
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The Incnde is lively, with windenws ond bolconies placed npparently madomly, nnd equolly unpredictoble boloony milings.
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Wialkoways 1o Lhe Mats, with Ul glaess lomsos, s sisilie eowgh the glace] rood sbiove the shop’s meezanine.




S Inuous curves of black brick, a lvely com-
position of haleanies and enboured glass

els: It 1s not the seiting you would
expect for 3 family firm of china and glassware
shops that depends on a loyal market of ladies
over 50, And it might mot have boon what [tgot,
if one of Sinclairs' employess hadn't happened
to have an architect son practising in Landan.

Thils was Chriztopher Ash, a director of Pro-
jeet Crange. When the client and the planners
wanted brick, he served it up semi-ghzed, in
black. Both partics needed sone convincing i
was best to wmid Sheffields ubiguitous red
stack. Sincliles was prepared 1o be a bit brave
becange i wanied the shop 1o be notbeed. "We
wanted 2 reaction to i1, whether people
thought it was geod or ughy explairs director
Cristian Sinclair.

The curving frontage spans two side roads,
pushing out into towers at either end and
adding interest 1o what is cssentially & simple
five-siorey block. It has retail and offices on the
Eirst twoo floors with 22 fats above l-cldiltg;trﬁ a
ceniral Hght well, In fsct most of the complexity
I kn thee Eacacde, which s cut away at the basc, the

lakd bricks supparted by skyhooks.
On the side roads Project Omange scis out the
apartment baleonies in calm, straightforward
patiems, but on the main facrde it mixes them
up to echo the bustle of Glossop Road. One flat
ends up with three baloonies, but the effect i
et clumey Baleony rmilings are lively oo, with

Plans

1 Sirclairy: shop & Faosidoriiol unit

I Letiatee retal und & ais

3 Lobbwy 1o fats 7 Wiakoagns

4 Ramg 10 car park B Fooflght over thop

rather random verticals - more fun than the
strctural glass dropped because of cost,

The shop iseli mkes advantage of the
curved corner to offer glimpses through & hor-
izontal slit window [unfortunatchy not well
executed], Inside it flovws around the stair wa
mrczzaning & relaxed space that incorporatesa
juice bar alongside the handbags and cocmet-
ks Sieclaies has added o s range. Tharks 10
the partly glazed roof it has 3 greas quality of
bight even on a grey day Staies 1o the frse floor
bead to a hairdresser's and Sinclairs’ affices, so
there is a feeling of ardving at & destination
rathier than just & shop, This will be seinforced
when the second ground-floor retail wnit is bet,

The flats were prirarily 1o fund the retail, 5o
when Project Orarge suggested deck access
there mwere concerms about saleability - Shei-
fickd's infamous Park Hill estate hasn't won deck
ecccss many fans here. But the walkways won
thmaugh and look gaod arsund the couryrd,
inset with glass lenses and ghistening st night

Soacion A Costs

1 Seorn Totsl ooty SR A00,000

2 Hamg Area agsam'

3 Merraring Congs’nT £ e

& Cai pvrle

& Sinclping shoa Breakdowm

&Lt Camokitions: £73320
Susrruciure L3205 008
Framedprnslops

£1 504356

Fit=0ut £456,800
MAE £500.103
Lifis £X2 580
Exl veoiks EXS 97
Drainaga L0010
Contingancy  £50.000
Prelimingesis L5670

from & line of Blue lights. Project Crange 1ok
care 1o make the entrance squally speefal - the
naurmew double-height space off a skde street bs
glarmsmed up with mirror surfaces and silk
drapes, Thene is the fecling you have boughi
intoa |ifa;r:||"|e— the flats are at thie !npcnd ot thie
bocal merket, selling at £215,000 for asmall two-
bed to £325,000 for athree-bed penthouse.,
Each floor has a good distribution of differ-
eritahape and size flats [affordable homes were
nat aplanning requirement]. Full height vision
pancls an the front doars offer glimpses of bife
beyond; every living mom has a baloony and
the lavishly fred out bathrooms arc naturally
lit fram the eouriyard. Kitchens are neatly
twcked lnto oormees n e smalber Tlaes and dae
curves adding s pleasant gemerosity tothe lasg-
er anes. The later Fave an extra sliding door
from the second bedrocom o the living roosm,
making use as 3 home offiee or guest bedroom
cagier, Most of the fluts were sold off plan,
Inthe four penthouses on the fifth floor the
spec goes up, with walnut doors and double
basing as si:nd.uﬂ.]"mhl;l Cirange has tried to
break ugs the skvline with zine-clad tall bosxes
linked by lower timber-clzd boxes, It s a nice
idea and makes for lively baloonics, bul looks
meiy from the sireet. There are same other
oddides inside, mostly due w changes In the
brief. Ome adfiee unit ariginally planned az a
flat 15 aceessed through the residential space
and consequently has the langest termace of the
building. Sinclatrs’ offiees are scattered and
evening sccess to the halrdresser's, when the
shop is closed, feels distinctly back stair,
Christopher Ash and fellow Project Orange
director James Scane both used 1o work a2
Conran arwd Pariners ad this experience won
their own finm a lot of Interiors projects in it
first nine years, Thelr expentise has wanslaed
well inso the firm's first mew building, 1t shows
an elegant, assured handling of both internal
space and the relationship with the street. And
it won local fars two - the practices next
building is likely to be down the street, u




