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uilding 2 new house in the obld Suffalk
towm of Laverham is almost as big a
solltical mineficld as beine an adviserin
mee Minkster’s inner clecle. The wealth o1
houses for which the town is famsos
y make it a particalardy anlikely setting for

x by Lond praclice Projecl Crrangc,

s best known for its contcmporary

var amd restaurant interfors.
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LA
orily architestural intresions (oo thi
{or soeme are the small factories and terraoes
ae 19th and cardy 20th century houses
ch were erected [and often dated) by the
ufacturers of woven horschair material’,
S0 while ather towns were trarsformed by
industrial revalution, Lavenham was befi
iy much intact, awaltng discovery by

rists anwd daw i HIEH L later cont

i3

wrehitees Jarmses Soane i il Clhirlsie P e
1. UBE PR |:-J.| i el Py it CIAn G, Wene T
-h halidaymakers. They were socharmed by

Aace after spending a week there several
1rs ape that they bought a weckend home in
ed with the notion of

recAme s
eir oawn hoase. The per-

y building
t site fell into their laps atter they bumped
te a nekghbour in a ezl pab = she wansed to

e alnst
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Surprigimply Fle of the Noor plan
is desated W circulalion space.
The staircase, lor example, i
clegant but small.



Above: & mecllight Noeids suanshbee
s the doaible-Boighl spoaca
abows the first-floar larding.
Right: the main S0 living/
Ritchon space leads 1o the gandan,

F That was the easy bit, Then they had to come
|_||'| with a -ci.l_'-. {1 thixt A% |:|. wh '\1:.-JI'I SARNETH I
the Tudar vernacular - all wanle, daab and
wonky timber = while creating a contemporary
house without a whiff of ersatz. Getting
through planning was an even higger
challenge, a3 restrictions  had  become
increasingly draconian since the plon first
alned pltmnn-; cinsent In the 19805, Aler
trying - and fatlimg - w expand the fostprin
with their initial scheme, they eventually
admitted defeat and designed o house that
fitted intes the silhouette of the original
proposal. (Ash remembers receiving the letter
fram the planners saving “unforfunately they
didn't have sufficient criteria now to peject it")
i oLl work 1§ ouf ina |<:qin:.a":-..3_l._1|1¢1h |4
Influencing your scheme almost dictase vt
youf plan would be” savs Ash as we settle back
n the palrs newly finlshed kKiehen. There
were o sl of fntrac '.1|_|!: & FECI As th |.-q|,|i||
nent for obf-sireet |'|.|.r|\.ir||_lI the tact thai ihe
hoiase peeded o .!'\.l"i,:q.f ORI A Fear a listes
garden wall, and variout trees that had o be
retained, The process was further complicated
oy the decision toe excavate the site down 1o
street bevel, which meant allowing archacolo
rists the chanee to dip for artetacts, When 1I1-:-!.
liscovered the base of a medieval fabeic dye
wen, the project was delayed by six weeks, Bun
Soanc and Ash remsained sameuine - B
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P it's part and parcel of trving to get anything
built in 2 gradie 11-Hsted town,

The finished result, explains Soane, ‘IS
abiout deing semething vernacular amd contex-
tual but doing it in a way that i2 actually of our
time, That meant condtructionally but alea
challenging the arthodoxy of giving imo the
planners and copying period details when vou
might ke able to reiment it = even if its only
slighily’

And very well it works too, The buildings
roof heizht matches its neighbour two dooers
up the hill, while its plech refers 1o the town's
architecturc. Constructed with a sieel and tim-
ber frame [Soane describes it not inaccurately
as n.‘hz.rl:u'ld' hu:ll-dlnﬂ], it iz elad in 2 combina-
thom of lime render and brick, wich the later
ruaterial prominent in the kichen lean-io and
the chimney. The doors and window frames are
made from oak that has been treated with
bailed linseed obl and will go grey with age.

This all gives the building a pared down,
unclustered asthete which sill manages 1o
retadin an almost Scandinavian scnsc of warmth

Ash, in p.'lrtl.n.ﬂw, :F-cnjs of Aalto asan infla
ence. While youre never allowed to forget its
comtext, the howsss pin-point clean lines, as
well 25 the size of the windows and their undi-
vided panes, make it dear exactly which centu-
ry it belongs to.

Inside, the split-level ground floor is domi-
mated by an open-plan living room with a
whitewashed brick fireplace and kivchen thar
wses & similar palette of materials 1o the exterd-
o, The softweod beams, which are integeal to
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First floor Plans
1 Ooabroos
2 Uiy room
3 Kachen
4 Ling space
the structure, are expased, as are the joists that 5 Music rmemibrary
hold up the kitchen lean-to. An underfloor :{"“‘W‘

heating system beneath the brick floor doees
aveay with the clutier of radinters As you e
towards the stabes there's a space for Ash
piare and u librasg

This is 2 house that lacks ego. There are noe
indulgent flowrishes such a5 a Cuagling's-
style staircase, and in fact the circulation arcas
are surprisingly small °T think it was very
important that it was a house that you wanted
te live in and be in," says Soane. “Clearly while
there 15 a largs element that’s archliectural in
the cxterior.. with houses you spend an avwiul
Lot of your time inside.” "There were archibee-
tural ambitians but alsa homemaking ambi-
tions,” edds Ash. The house is intended 10 be
somewhere for the couple to entertain friends
and family as well as a place for company
away days.

A winding wooden stabrease leads to land-
ings that are positively Lilliputian, On a clear
wineees day, Ighn steeams through a roof g
intora double-height space abeve the first-floor
landing. The master bedroom has an enor
mous, lingar en-suite bathmom and 3 huge
picture window onto the garder. The down-
pipes for the plumbing and heating are in the
wall, 50 there’s ne need for any boxing. On the

other side of the house, the main guest room is
almeost equeally generous. The top oo, under
e gables, is in Soanc's words a ‘lantastical gar-
ret’. He's absolusely dighe. Its the kind of space
children will adore.

This isn't a show hame, or a laboratony for
architectural cxperiments; It ks & howse
designed o be lived in. It manages to be subthe
without being timid, fitting neathy into (ks envi-
ronment but not overawed by it. And acoord-
ing to Ash and Soane, it has proved mther pop-
ular with the locals, whose tastc you would
cxpeet e crr on the conscrvative side. Tt is a
really good piece of work,

Lavenham's wonderful Guild Hell will seill
reign supreme in the affections of the rourists,
but this house is a genuinely charming addi-
tion to the town., [ ]




