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EAST MEETS WEST IN MUMBAI'S LATEST
‘URBAN RETREAT", WHICH FUSES
TRADITIONAL INDIAN PATTERNS

WITH CLEAN MODERMIST LINES

INTERIDR DESIGHNER: AFEEIRY PRUIELTS, FRUELT URANDGE
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more than th = of the parts What & mare interesting when working Gaomatic patinned refied [he Park Mavi Mumbai, a hexury resore sl
ity of tppeng into kocal crafts. In Marorco - ? in Mavi Mumbai, Mumbais sael i, is the sixth
g, with tile manufactarers, while in inda we kowed of the The Park [ The wrhan et
me wery comalcated sandwons carang. Theie & sineared in che devels sercy of CRID Eedap
% realy add o the sanso of place
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Lindscape. The 80-room botd plices a sarong

Do vou enjoy designing hotels for the kswrey end of the market. and
hoer do you define luxury these days?
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eonphasis on concemporary design within

its pravate and public spaces, providing gueits an
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Luxury réally does seem e e wiond of 1he moment: yes and no

¢|i_'-|::.1r||: l,._ll;[i;m; 1||r I |I|'| basines Jﬂ.'lj Fll.-:'.l'-llrl.'
nsader s0 man ¥ :

gl
B8 8 @ 0B

ke hlui]d.n.l_;_: was beft abandoned and in |rr|'||'|!-|'r|'

i'l.'lul_f Thud itid ispetant that tha
y ared lasting, whals ather safter connecting all pans of 1
0 :i:.'.gr.:sr_ Perhaps hngury now i meit.
nr whine




olter a ool and rrfrnhin;'_ retreat. |mdsde, |h|.'
Park: r.,u'-,'plinn. rakas up a white |.1:I]-I:'I:I-!. with a
peomerric, pattemned reliel plaster slong the walls
and the desk. where small seating aleoves are cut
inta the marerial.

The hotel restaurant, Zest, allows guems wo
enjoy the clasic views of the verrace chrough full
hrigm 5|.1.55 windows at any howr. Ohe wall iz
tiled with an abstract version of a radisonal
Indian paficen and overloaks the circular bar,
which has 2 brown lralian marble counter top.

The signature poolside space, Aqua, featunes
a huge absoraor glass mosaic patern in blics,
greys and oranges, projecting a backdnop for the
dramaric black cllipiical pool. Gueits can enjoy
siccing out, cating and drinking on che timber
deck, with views of the lusury landscape Framed
by the huge circular windows along the boundary
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wall. Arranged arsund an enclaged arrium, the
hatel feaiures 10 sradio rooms. 41 deluke pool-
view and hill-view rooms, 14 lusery garden-view
poseams, 14 srucio suites and a previdenezl waire,
all fimished wath elegant decor
and masdern facilicies

Generously propomioned with high ceilings,
cach room is decorated in a classic ngutral palare
lifved by Hashes of bright coloar in the sof
r'|.|r|'||'..'|1|:|;'.. Ihe interions fose Bacternn and
Westenr influences, |r|i'-.ir|!_1 rraditional Indian
pamerns and rexouses with clean lines and
mdemn shapes. This is shown though the
napiEral |'|J||'||'||.||.| r||||.:-l'. and reak .'||'||.| [an ||.'.|I|'||.I
turniture. Cenwral to the room is the bed,s which
|1|.|'rr|:- OYET :|1|,' !_"I'IH:::I,I 0y 4 1.| ||n.-d 'n-lHl:ll_'l'l |:-.|-v|'.
he bathrooms are spacious with large showers
and -pri-:l ne white riles X7

Wnat are the Siggest chisllen ges faumn hatbel dedignars taday?

All ||;".|_|:l;||-ll 1 Fuirel i ind rade rig respardbdity o the amrrorrmestl. | am
EE0ULE S CornanCad Thal an ) WIS o nove w vl ool e e choed e
v have today = they just won't be avalable, This was really brought home to
e vehin Spacihing a marble — the quarmy reported that it had nun out..., that s
it. The design comemuntty ressds ook toensure that i s 50 daephy roobed
weithirl Ehet process that you ang nod abaanys awace of it as an issue. In addition,
vepan] | b greal f vwee Could nane 3 simple hand held corrallier That worioed
ez T, the DVD etc. One day

Dhosrs wour insplration come from travelling & grest doal?

| ation i omethng vou nesd both fo research and discover, By reseanch
| mean resding ardl ipprecating ideas arnd theoanies, By decowery | mean
leaking at the world = ths could be an ewnatic tip abroad or just nofic ng tha
Wil Thee: 5an FalS therough The lemes of & iree. The quedtion (hen & how 1o
sferpret these fragments into an overall framework. Ona mone pracscal ievel

| thirvk: the digial camera revolution means that you can colledt images s
aaszhy then put them logether whn you get back home. | alwearys think that no
ST Rors CORMEHe s OF SOpneEICabec] & oied o, you thousd b able Eo enpilain
thir essence of i 3 e el e e

What is the best. most lumuricws, hotel exparience you've ever had?
iy waiery' P Timel | stipaidd A1 7 Fark Hywn hofel sn Tokpo s ullerky
memarazle. We had had mestings sclidly for days and moved from our
corporale hotel at the end of the day bo this one. | veend Bor 2 Swamin the
horizon pool o0 the 44dth Noes then Rud dinner i the Mew Foek Gnll on the
S2md Tlor, | drank the best vodka martin | have over tasted, Shame we

had b check oul 81 6am though

Can you neme &y favourite projocti?

1 arm ok sure about the sword [xeourite = bl | e just coma back from
Bangalore whene we hive finished the [=bar im the Park Hotel. E's great and
a1 enormols armour of effor has pone into oreating thes limle space, Every
singhs item in itk room is bespake down io the furndure, Now that it s
dane we wall b costentraling an cur nex holel propect in 51 Petersbuorg,
which well open this summer. Thes has besn 8 real chalenge, and | very
rruch look forward 1o being irvolved in the epening,

Hawe ywou worted on any mew build kotels?
Wiz have nat et b the chance 1o design 3 beand resw hotel Building,
though the project n Musmbai was banely a comtnebe frame when we
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A ipdlunpd cied o e Bk ped b conirad the moderred, Cheam
wlipiscal podl, with viewrs s of e jpulblic spade [olowl
of thee b ape ramed by
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starbead. Thee Fitewilbam Hotel in Belfnst ks new building as was the
Fapxy if thee Farnham Estate hosel, aad in Bath caies we workad wats (ba
local anchitects as ateam, We are working on phase two of cur Chisssck
hated, which is a new wing so that i a gart, Howswer we very much laak
ferward bo baing able 15 design our own homegiows hobell

¥hat are the chalenges of working on existing properties (are
some of them listed bulldings too)?

Alwras the problem of an existing bullding is that wou never quite know
whal it is yoa 3Fd Seahing vath, Thans ara s By up-io-dule |1IJ.'P.‘II'I_E_':
and even a sureey does not reveal all of the surprises in store, In the end,
you have 1o be ready 1o make some changes il required. The main
challenge s o ersure that the mechanical and electrical installation bus
been thought through spatially it sounds obyviows, but o often the design
is threabened by 3 ppe that suddenly ippesr

Can o tell us about any hetel projects that are in the pipeline?
Agart from 5t Petersburg we ane working on Eynsham Hall in Osfardskere,
which promises 1o be 5 veny el g anad glamorous retreal Thae aictiisl
buildng and the geounds are magnificent
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RIOR DESIGNER: PROJECT ORANGE

g



Carefully reitored oak paselling
'l Dl Cpuaray MCaJaAT fupmase,
et it P 1 e plamcar

S et within 12ha nt'Pern.'m. and pa rlcland
and 20 minuees from the cencre of Oixfard
is Eynsham Hall, which has just undergone
H |'|!|:.||.|-J mr-, FHAF (25 Lll,ﬁlhll. .|'|'|' Lasdon I.ll.llHll
i l'lI'I'-lllhll-::n [ r\-|1||_.\,1 I."I: ATge

Theres been a houise here for nearly 300 years,
siartng with a four-storey Georgian building,
which passed through many hands before being
bought in 1866 by one James Mason. His son,

apparently with 1 grear deal of input from his wife,

Lady Evelyn Mason, then grabbed che bull by the
harns and completely rebuile it at the tum of the
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lasr cemmury. The resulr i this imposing Jacohean-
style hall = ‘2 residence for entertining on a grand
scale’. And it's still doing that to this day, in the
hands of the Mason family, although the puests
are nvw parying for che privilege, There are 43
rooms in the main bailding and a furcher 101 in
baildings which were added in the Eighries, along
with the conference Ficiliies.

Prajec Orange was inicially brought in o book
at the main buildings bar area, which was wsed as
a wes-bed oo see how the hstorc building could
be redesigned and modernisod while raking
advantage of its charscter.

‘Ciriginally the room for the Mason !-:|||1|.|:|.".
collection o fircarms, the new bar, now known as
The Gunrsom. luses old wich new, with a rouch
I_I’-.‘|| |J|:.\_|_| :_;I..l|:|n-.||..- -..l:|'\ |"|'-||i.,'|,'1 ij:.‘lllgl,' -||il'{|.'ll:’bl'
Christopher Ash. "The original oak panclling has
hean carefiil |1' rescored amd against the warm oak
i||-||1.|1 VO G o ﬂ:l.lj 1I'flrdlrllll'l_'l] i |!n|:|.-|'r|.||.‘|

sotas amal classic tub dhairs upholtersd in canary
yellow leacher and pop arr-inspired fabncs, The
bar counter is an sland of decadent black glass and

Interview with James Soane
Director of Project Orange

lames Scane is co-feurder, aleng with Christopher
Ay, of architeciune and design practice Projct
Crange, Their first ever bulding, 266 Clossop Road,
won & BB award and its panfalio has since
broadened from residential projects o inclede
school, retal, restawrart and hatel dedign. Owvesr 1he
last Rev yrars Jamens has oot saen he dewgn ol
sewenal high-profile hotels incleding Eynsham Hall
and 1B Park Hotel 5 M Moeriid, Ind

What was your first hotel project?

CQuar first Progect Ovange hotel was Myhotel Chelea It kad been recanly
renavased by the previous owners and had a conservatory complete with
Laurence Llswehn-Bowen mural on the outtide wall, Sadly, the stve was
SO Eansenalne vk idd Lo fewiek everyibemg. That sied, (he structure
wiring and kuchens wene all fine. The challerge was basically 1 Create

the secend Myhotel wathin a very tght buddiges. Our response was o make

%] HOTEL REVIEW | EYMNSHAM HALL X2

polished chrome, siming in the gigantic keaded bay
window overlooking the grounds. The impressively
high cedlings have even helped 1o find 2 home
for somie of the estane’s vast collection of anthers.”
The bar area proved a success and Projece Orange
EoE r]1.-:' gEeen |ig_|'|| i book i the fesi. lH’"'""""i:"E
the completion of The Gunroom, we mumed their
artention to the puest bedrooms; all gready in need
of refurbishment,” adds Agh, “Widh no teo bedrooms
alike on the first foor of the hall and widy a sorics of
wery tight bedroom Liyours on the scoond floor, we

a few key cornections between publet spaces and then 1o inbnoduce
a compbeely different paleme of materials and cobpurs. 1w completed
in 2003 and has been & greal success,

Hew has hotel design pragressed in the last 10 years?
Crenrall. the pribbe s much more switched on about design, They realise
that every hotel delivers an ndridual experience and thal chaodang the

Impres sy |1|:;r| qeilingy
hurw haplpa e man

the smilide L e
collsciicn of anthers (hsbowd

were presented with 2 very difficuls design challenge.
The first Nloor deluxe bedroom with a dramai
bay window and a rather Babulous onginal marble
firgplace has been brought back o life with a
mixiure of old-Fshioned lusury and quirky modem
highlighes; a rraditional Knoll vwo-seater sofa is
Llrl:-q:nhrm:l in a2 vibrant, fodke Fderic amd :-i|:|1|:ll|.' whine,
panelied wardrobe doors with 2 naughty lime green
lining. Previously a tised mecting moom, a luxurious,
black marble hathroom has been installed 1o the rear

of the bed, creating an elegant backdmop.” 22
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How does hotel de:isn compare o obher arcas of commercial
design - is there more reom for creativity®

Like all aneas of design, there B 30 mech scope for improsvement. We
all kook at the latest ‘design’ hotels = but go inbo any major city and
count an tws hands the number of C-lisl kotels with sticky carpats,

a themed bar and tropical bedspresds, [think the big chalenge now
i ir thee twd- 18 muirker. bn the end|, all decisioss can be I:E‘S-lg_l"l-l!":

right hodel, ke it for business or plexswre, will enbance their visit, Ten years = it's just that you need the right people in empowéred positions 1o

ago there was a kot of gadgetry in the reom and pecple did nod seem to
mindl. Mow there is a sense that technology should be much more subthy

make those decsions, | also think that so many of the chain hotels
are obsiesied with éw brand = whach B monic &S Ehid o 8

integrated into dedign - | call it ‘crafted-technology”. Also the big theatricll  bluepring for tanding st
10 pieces of the past 10 yewrs are what shoulder pads were o cutfls in

the 19805 great at the tme but dofimsely cver

What is your idea of 2 luzury hotel?

Dows your approach to global hotel schemas differ to that
far UK prajects?

W approach all presects with the same starting point = we ane looking

For me, luoany is simplicty in an ideal kcation = probably a garden of wome for a vtary 10 tell. For s, each propedt is nformed by it location,

o, Last year | Stayed a2 the Hapalas hated in lsgur, B, whach | Eunk
takes a bob of beating. That ssd, | ikank that thene are other times when
a i--‘n[."e bl oS weth Ul A clediy Bid 5 Uhe 5050

the people we wark with and idess we are interested in explering,
The design develapment is someihing of a collage where you compase
a visian by synthesising all the strands into somathng you hope &
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