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Sound and vision

A light industrial
building has been
given a new lease of
life by Project Orange.

Field Street is an 1800 square
metre mixed-use development
in the Kings Cross regeneration
area of London. Built in the
1950 as a printworks, the exist-
ing singlestorey structure is
now home to music rehearsal
stucios. The £3m scheme by
Project Orange has increased
the studio space by 80 per cent
at first floor level, with two addi-
tional floors of private residen-
tial accommuodation above

Fhe new-build element is
perched on top of the existing
roofline and incorporates cop-
per scales that overlap and
soften the dominant geome-
try of the building. The
reveals around the foor-to-
ceiling windows add depth wo
the copper surface, while pow-
th'l-:'lnilrd \1:'|'| |!'|n;|||;'|rr'|11,'\ ]:1'| =
vide external space for the
apartments.

[he scheme presented a
number of technical challenges
owing both to the close prox-
imity of the Thameslink railway
line and the need for acoustic
separation between the music
rehearsal studios and upper
residential levels. The acoustic
strategy was o ‘float” the top
two floors on compression pads
that would absorb any vibra-
tion transference from the
studios o the aparimenis.

The original building has a
reinforced concrete structure
that is designed to support
only two storevs. This meant
that the new-build element
had to utilise the existing
foundations and impose a
pointload no larger than one
additonal floor. In addition,
the site’s closeness 1o the rail-
way line prevented ground
works from taking place within
three metres of a Victorian
retaining wall structure

The solution was to can-
tilever the upper storeyvs of the
new building over the notional
three-metre boundary line
I'his is achieved by equalising
the uplift generated by the

Top/right The steel-fromed structure,

with copper cladding by KME, & ‘perched”

on top of a single-stoney 12505 building,
Above Site plan

cantilever against the compres-
sion required for the floating
floors, with two independent
steel frames, separated hori-
zontally and wvertically. The
acoustic rehearsal areas are
abutted by a second vertical
structure that projects over the
studio floors and is separated
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horizontally using compres
st padds to maintain solation

The project incorporatces a
number of susminable design

features. The new roofs arc
covered by a sedum blanker
The copper cladding is fully
recyvclable and can  be
returned o iis original sae
for alternative use, To achieve
the required acoustic levels
within the apartments, the

wall construction and win- L J
dows are heavilv insulated
wsdi-
wer ventilation s

hoth thermally and  ace
cally. S«
achieved by opening glazed

vents and rickle venits within
the Velfac window ssstem
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